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Description of Facebook and SoundCloud


Facebook is a free social online community website accessible on the Internet by using a computer or tablet founded by Marc Zuckerberg. The URL for Facebook is www.facebook.com. The website offers a free downloadable application to be utilize on mobile devices. The website is user friendly and provides instruction how to sign in to become a member. Facebook website is a platform for members to have the opportunity not only to reconnect with new friends, but also meet people from all across the world.


Facebook offers many features. The website can be translated to other languages for people who live in France, Portugal, Italy, and German just to name a few. People are able to post comments, pictures, and videos on the Newsfeed feature. For entertainment purposes, there are a host of games where people can play individually or with friends locally and people from across the world. There are games that are free and some require a purchase.


SoundCloud is a free social community website where music lovers are able to create music for others to hear and access all around the world. The URL is www.soundwave.com. It gives the people a platform to hear and upload music so others can provide feedback. SoundCloud offers approximately 40 genres of music. It also provide entertainment for those who appreciate music. 

Number of Members


As of January 25, 2015 according to the counter, a report of 168,883, 225 people from all across the world, “likes” Facebook.” Each member page a number count is posted to show the number of members on the individual page. Unlike Facebook, I was not able to obtain how many members totally are registered to SoundCloud.

Goals and Highlights


From a business and economic view, I believe the primary goal for Facebook is to be the largest social online community bringing in the largest revenue in the nation. The website allows businesses and individuals to create a page to advertise their business. Once you log on, advertisements constantly appears in hopes the members will make purchases. I also observed if I made purchases from other websites, the items I viewed also appears on my Facebook page. The advertisements are needed in order to defray the cost for members to utilize the website for free. 


SoundCloud provides musicians a platform to display their musical talents for others to hear and purchase their music. It also gives members the opportunity to follow their favorite artist and share comments. Facebook highlight feature provides up to date information and events locally and globally. It also provides you with the tools to build your personal webpage and post badges. The search feature gives you the opportunity to search and hopefully reunite with friends and family members from the past.

Criteria for Online Communities


Online communities are websites that are accessible to anyone who has access to the Internet. There are many commonalties among the two models. They can be accessed using computers and tables. The websites also offers downloadable applications that can be utilized on mobile devices.


Facebook and SoundCloud are examples of online communities that I consider to be exemplars. The websites are assessed by a phenomenal amount of people around the world. The websites caters to a multitude of ethnic groups ranging from the youth to the adult audience. Sponsors and businesses advertise their products and sale items on these websites, which in term defray the cost where individuals are able to become members with no cost. People are able to share, provide information, and display their talents on the websites. For example, on Facebook, photographers are able to upload photos and share with other subscribers. SoundCloud provides a platform where musicians are able to create and share their musical talents with people around the world. 


The home page of both website are similar. Not only are they user friendly, both site require a small amount of information to become a member. Once you become a member, you have to opportunity to insert photos and information to make it personable. They both also provide communication platforms where people with the same interest can communicate and share their expertise on a specific topic. They also offer the opportunity for renowned artists and professional speakers can engage in chat group discussions, community private and public forums, and blogs in order to converse with members of various backgrounds. Members of the communities are also giving the option to communicate by email. Even though SoundCloud basically focus on music, it also provides job opportunities.

Summary


I enjoy using online communities and I would like to summarize with a quote posted on Facebook by the late great poet, Maya Angelou, “I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”
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